Doctor Jazz Visits Sderot

Sunday, June 10, 2007—Due to the relentless Kassam rocket
attacks on the western Negev town of Sderot, many people
from all over Israel seek ways to support the brave residents
who continue to live and work there under fire. The Doctor
Jazz Dixieland Bandafww.israel.net/ministry-of-jazzoffers

our own contribution of happy classic jazz, often
accompanied by balloons, clowns, juggling, and other
senseless acts of simchah, to put smiles on the faces, spring
into the steps, and warmth into the hearts of children and adultensit&nd soldiers, wherever
we find them.

Today was our second outing with David Landau and his family and cr&tanfling Together
(www.stogether.orgof Efrat, who bring treats such as pizza, donuts, coffee, cold drekelh
as needed supplies, to soldiers in army camps and checkpoints, andettsditiing in places
affected by war. On this hot day on the edge of the Israeli déserreat was watermelon, and
lots of it.

Our Doctor Jazz Quartet, consisting of guit
banjo, trumpet and washboard, with lea
Elazar Brandt doubling on cornet and voc
met David and his crew at 11:30AM in t
center of town, after catching a quick lunch =
a local shwarma restaurant while David w
buying watermelons from local vendor
Patronizing Sderot businesses is one of |
ways we support the residents. | greeted
proprietor, who remembered us from our le
visit two weeks ago and asked how they}™
doing, and he replied, “Could be better, but

thank G-d it's been quiet lately.” Indeed, in the nearly 6 hours we wetown, no Kassams
were fired in the area, which is only a few kilometers from the edge of the Gpza st

The next four hours were spent visiting 5
" kindergartens and 2 elementary schools. Doctor
« Jazz entered with happy jazz tunes likwe
Foot Two, Eyes of Blueor Bill Bailey, along
with Israeli favorites likeSisu Et Yerushalayim
and Yevarekhekkhah HaShem MiTziofhe
children were enthralled with our colorful
outfits and instruments they had mostly not seen
or heard before. Within 2 minutes David’'s
efficient crew had the watermelons cut up and
in the hands of the 30 to 50 children at each




school, their teachers and other school staff
people, and the soldiers who were there to
protect them.

After they all had watermelon, many of the
children would clap along with the music,
and some even danced. They probably had
not heard much American jazz before, if at
all. Some of them really took to it and got
into the spirit, while others seemed to prefer
the Hebrew songs, so we would focus more
on those. We concluded each visit with a
rousing chorus ofWhen the Saints Go
Marching In

During the course of the day, David was in contact with the May8defot, who extended his
personal thanks to both of our teams for the treats and the music, agdrigra boost to the
spirits of the children and local people who like to know they are not alone.

Some, but not all, of the kindergartens were in

bomb shelters, like the one in the picture below.
This did not appear to be a temporary arrangement,
but rather we saw fully equipped classrooms in
buildings that look like they were constructed for

this purpose. | suppose the children of Sderot must
think that all children go to school in bomb shelters.

The younger ones have probably never seen
anything else. All we saw were happy smiling

children going about their normal activities.

I cannot remember how long the Kassam
attacks have been going on. My very first
visit to Sderot was to attend a support rally
on a Saturday night, which must have been
about 2 vyears ago, to protest the
government’s failure to protect the town
% against the Kassams. So far, the Israeli
' government’s answer has been to reinforce
buildings and build bomb shelters, but not
o E— T to take serious action to stop the launching
of the rockets by Arabs in nearby Gaza. Recall that it has beely &0 years since Ariel
Sharon’s government shamelessly evacuated 10,000 Jewish residentshérdBaza strip,
destroyed the towns and farms they had lovingly built over the past8f) gad left Gaza in the
hands of the so-called Palestinian Authority. Since then Gaza hasmdex war zone, and a
staging area for terrorism against the surrounding Israeli communities ktadyrmstallations.

By 3:00 the school day was ending, and so we took the remaining watesnagld what energy
we had left to the center of town, and set up in the shopping centex o bus stop. While
Doctor Jazz made music, the Standing Together team sprang ioto @&ering watermelon to



everyone who passed by. A couple of them

even stood in the street and gave the treats to
people in passing cars. Whenever a city bus
pulled into the stop, they made a quick foray

down the aisle to give to the passengers.

Needless to say, smiles beamed from the
many happy recipients.

The residents of Sderot treated us like we
were brave to come and bring a bit of
simchah to town. But indeed they are the
brave ones, who stay with their homes and
schools and continue to run their businesses
and do their jobs under fire. For as long as it

is necessary, we will continue to do our small part to let the pedgbderot know they are not

alone.

Many thanks to David and Chana of Chabad
Living Torah Center in Santa Monica,

California, for sponsoring the Doctor Jazz
Band’s participation in today’'s support trip.

Your contributions made a double impact.
Besides providing modest pay for our
musicians and covering the costs of the trip,
before leaving we stopped in a local market
and each bought a week’s supply of groceries.

Thanks also to David Perkins, who is working in the
Los Angeles area to raise awareness of the situation
in Israel, and to connect the sources of help with

those who need it.
May the L-rd bless you from Zion!
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